How to Guide Your
Church on a
Journey in Prayer
[image: ]

[image: ]Praise our Mighty God!  When we set aside time to meet with God in a quiet place, He will be there, opening our minds and hearts.  At first, many people struggle to settle racing thoughts and calm a body that wants to jump up and do something.  But meditating is doing.  By focusing on God’s Word, we are learning more and increasing our thirst for Him.  As we discipline our minds and bodies to meditate, we begin reaping the spiritual benefits of increased discernment and a clear sense of purpose.
Praise is to recognize God for what He is.  Praise is ‘making of glory.’  Praise, then, is that aspect of prayer that gives glory to God.  It is recognizing God as the sovereign Creator and Ruler of the Universe.  Give God glory as our King!
Praise is the aspect of prayer that loves God for all His goodness.  Praise is not begging God, but loving God.  It is the laying aside of our demands so we can fellowship with Him.  Not only does praise share love with God, but this love is on the highest level of intimacy.  To possess a true ‘spirit of praise’ we become so intimate with our Father that we rarely pass through an experience without sharing it with Him.  Lovers discuss even the most incidental of events that happen; so it is with the ministry of praise.  Thank Him for His great love for you; His grace and mercy; His loving kindness.
Praise is to vocalize our love for God.  The emphasis of a particular thought or petition seems to be stronger when it is vocalized.  This is even more true in the case of praise.  Love is given special meaning when it is vocalized.  We know that God knows we love Him.  He knows our deepest thoughts.  But the love we have for our Heavenly Father is greatly enriched with vocalized praise, which Scripture calls the ‘fruit of our lips.’  Tell Him how much you love Him.  Sing His praises.  Adore Him!
Read the following Scriptures:
Psalm 66: [image: ]1-2, 5, & 7
Psalm 106:1
John 3:16 & 17
Hebrews 13:15
Matthew 22:37 & 39




[image: ]Repentance: Confess your lack of faith; confess the sin that grips you (obtuseness, anger at someone or circumstances, compromise, unfaithfulness, pride); receive God’s forgiveness; listen to His still small voice; and pledge to follow Him.  Next strengthen yourself in the Lord;
· Recall: His past faithfulness (what He has done for you);
· Reflect:  upon His power (omnipotent, all powerful); and
· Remember:  His promises (ever faithful, never changing).  Now you can center attention upon Him instead of your troubles.  Finally,
· Resolve:  to trust God for the Future, and ask His Holy Spirit for help.
(from Charles Stanley’s In Touch Magazine, March 2006)
“I long for…
the wind of His spirit to breathe calmness into the chaos of my life;
the fullness of His wisdom to order through the thoughts in my mind;
the sufficiency of His strength to undergird the weakness of my body;
the joy abundance of His blessings to saturate the poverty of my spirit;
the joy of His will to give rich pleasure to my journey;
the refuge of His arms to shield me from my fears;
the gentleness of His touch to reawaken the feelings of my heart;
the compassion of His heart to enfold me and hold be close.
I long for the quickening of personal revival.
 I long to see…Jesus...again.”

~Anne Graham Lotz~
Read the following Scriptures:
Psalm 51:1-13
Psalm 141:4
Mark 9:24[image: ]
Psalm 32




[image: ]Praying with Power
God’s Power is released in response to our zealous desire for His intervention.  A fervent petitioner, believing his Lord will intercede, falls on his knees, determined to pray through every barrier that Satan erects.  He stops only when God answers or if the Father makes clear that the request is outside His will.  Wise believers devote time and energy to requests of great importance.  Through our relationship with Christ, we have been made righteous, which means that we have the opportunity to tap the Lord’s supernatural power through prayer.
Getting Dressed for Battle
We live in a spiritual war zone.  Every time we get on our knees, we are doing business with God, but we are also doing battle with the Devil.  As a result, we must expect interference and harassment.  Satan knows that a devotedly prayerful person is dangerous.  Such an individual is enjoying a deep, peaceful relationship with God that translates into a passion for obedience and a powerful witness.  If you would like to be “devoted and dangerous,” make prayer your top priority.  Set aside a time and place to meet with God; He will be there.
Oswald Chambers reminds us, ‘You have to wrestle against the things that prevent you from getting to God, and you wrestle in prayer for other souls; but never say that you wrestle with God in prayer, it is scripturally untrue.  Be one who wrestles before God with things, becoming more than a conqueror through Him.  Wrestling before God tells in His Kingdom.  If you ask me to pray for you and I am not complete in Christ, I may pray but it avails nothing’ but if I am complete in Christ, my prayer prevails all the time.  Prayer is only effective when there is completeness – “Therefore put on the whole armor of God…”’
Ask to be Filled with the Holy Spirit
Yes, you received the Holy Spirit when Jesus came into your heart.  Now, (daily) request His presence.  His power to overcome you and fill you to do our Lord’s good and perfect will.  Believe and move into the battle with the Lord girding you, for He will never leave or forsake you.
Read the following Scriptures:
Romans 13:14
John 14: 13, 14
Ephesians 6:10-18
Ephesians 5:18b-21[image: ]
[image: ]Prayer for your spouse, children, family members, friends, work, business, your home, your neighbors, neighborhood; any who do not yet know the Lord.
Changing People through Prayer – Believers and Unbelievers
Too often believers are lazy in prayer.  We say, “Lord bless so and so” without giving a single thought to what form the blessing should take.  God does not work in generalities; He makes deliberate movements in every person’s life.  Moreover, He is pleased when we use His communicating with Him.  The prayer from Colossians 1 includes God’s greatest desires for His children.  When we insert the name of a friend or family member in this passage, we are praying His specific will for that person.  In His time, God answers the Colossians prayer with a transformation of the one whose name is being called.  He delights in responding positively to a request that someone be filled with knowledge of His will and a desire to please Him.
As you pray, what is God telling you about a particular situation in your family or neighborhood?  Are you listening?  Is the answer to be found in Scripture?  How would He have you act upon that situation?  What is your answer to Him?
How to pray for your Family
In today’s dangerous world, cry out to the Lord with passion for those you love!  Contend for them!  Pray protection from worldly values; courage to stand for Christ; strength for the long haul; reassurance that God is the victor and will return for His people!
Growth steps in the early life of Jesus show us key ways to pray for one’s family.  Pray that your family will grow as follows:
	SPIRITUALLY (in favor with God)
	SOCIALLY (in favor with man)
	MENTALLY (increasing in wisdom)
	PHYSICALLY (increasing in stature, i.e. good health)

[image: ]Read the following Scriptures:
Colossians 1:9-12 (Pray through this scripture inserting the name of your loved one/friend)
Luke 2:52
Philippians 4:6

[image: ]For our Church and Churches throughout His Kingdom
*Ask God for Leaders who pray!
*Ask God for saints who serve!
*As God for people who praise His      
   name!
How to pray for Spiritual Awakening:

From the earliest days of the New Testament Church to this very moment in history, prayer has played a vital role in all true spiritual awakening.  God’s fullness, indeed, comes only through prayer.  Following are four biblical areas of focus to help you claim a fresh outpouring of God’s Spirit on His Church throughout the world.  In the sense that the early settlers drove stakes in the ground to gain rights to a property (a claim or deed), you are being asked to stake a claim for you and all of God’s Church.

A.  First – claim a spirit of HUMBLE REPENTENCE throughout Christ’s Body!
B. Second – claim a spirit of HUNGRY DESPERATION throughout Christ’s Body!
C. Third – claim a spirit of HELPFUL GENEROSITY throughout Christ’s Body!
D. Fourth – claim a spirit of HOLY UNITY throughout Christ’s Body!

Pray for the Lost

This requires passion and faith.  Dutch Sheets says, “I want you to believe God is so passionately in love with people that when you cry for those you love, you realize you’re really helping Him cry.”  He goes on, “It is imperative that we ask in faith when we pray for salvation of the people we love.  We must be convinced that God will answer our prayers, or we will not be sufficiently motivated to ask or to do so with persevering faith.  And it is also true that unbelief will block the power of God from being released to answer the prayer.”

Read the following Scriptures:
Acts 2:21, 44, 46-47; 6:4				Galatians 6:2
I Peter 2:9					Ephesians 3:14-22
[image: ]II Chronicles 7:14
Jeremiah 29:13
Isaiah 58:10-12
John 17:20, 21
James 1:6, 7
Psalm 18:6-18
Habakkuk 2:14

[image: ]From Acts 1:8:  Praying for my “Jerusalem (local issues)!  What issues of the day need prayer concentration in our city?  We should especially remember those who are hungry, hurt and in prison.
City
City officials, police, and fireman, stability of business, schools, children and teachers; library and park, recreational, senior facilities; doctors, nurses, health care providers, hospitals, nursing homes, homes for the elderly; daycare facilities and workers; the homeless, those in shelters.  Churches.  Overall safety and integrity of government, business, media and health care.
Personalize with concerns for your city, neighborhood…
County
Commissioners, judges, courts, sheriff, law enforcement; jails, juvenile detention; housing, zoning; farmland, crops; manufacturing, other businesses; public safety, transportation

Drug and alcohol use, especially meth usage and manufacturing…

State

Elected and appointed officials, lobbyists, governor and staff, court system, state patrol, all military stations, National Guard, all military personnel.


Read the following Scriptures:
Hebrews 13:17





[image: ]












[image: ]How to pray for those in Authority

The lives of every citizen of every nation are impacted by a vast multitude of individuals who wield significant influence each day.  Consider millions of elected officials, appointed judges, lawyers, police officers, bureaucrats, military officers, business executives, and managers, those involved in church leadership, educators, medical practitioners, and hospital administrators.  How might we pray for these individuals?
· PRAY that unjust leaders will make mistakes that help advance the Gospel!
· PRAY that tyrannical leaders will fall from power through unsound advice!
· PRAY that all godly leaders will discover scriptural wisdom to govern their nation!
· PRAY that all leaders will receive a personal message of God’s love!
· PRAY that leaders in troubled nations will grow weary of the continuing bloodshed!
· PRAY that corrupt leaders will recognize their evil ways and turn to God!
· PRAY that all leaders will realize that God, alone, gave them their positions.

How to pray for the United States

From Acts 1:8: Praying for my “Judea and Samaria” (regional and national issues)!  What serious issues confronting our nation need prayer?

Lift up our President and Congress; the Supreme Court, chief justices; the Pentagon; the National Guard, the military establishment, particularly regarding decisions made, and to be made, regarding Israel, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Georgia, other hot points around the world.  

**Specifically pray for those serving in the military**

National Concerns: newly elected officials, economy, immigration issues, gas prices, Iraqi war, health care; the media, especially television and the internet.

The Pledge of Allegiance:  I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.  Amen

The World

It only takes a glance at the morning paper to know how vast sin and suffering is throughout the world: war, signs of war, natural disasters, famine, explosions, fire, vehicular/airplane accidents, exploitation of all ages	for sex, money, ‘fun’, murder, mayhem, persecution of Christians, Jews; execution of Christians; slavery, abortions; dishonesty and depravity in all its forms.  Yes, the world is a mess!  It desperately needs Jesus.

From Acts 1:8 Praying for the “uttermost parts of the earth” (international issues)!  What issues of international concerns are worthy of my prayers ‘today’?

Look on the globe/map and choose specific prayer need areas; pray accordingly and earnestly.  If you are aware of additional world concerns, begin to pray for those.

How to pray for World Evangelization

S. D. Gordon said, “The real victory in all service is won beforehand in prayer.  Service is merely gathering up the results.”

A.  First – claim WORKERS for the harvest!  Will you declare your availability?
B. Second – claim OPEN DOORS in the harvest!  Especially pray that doors will open to all still unreached ‘hidden people groups’ globally.
C. Third – claim FRUIT in the harvest!  Pray daily for ministries planting Gospel’s seeds.
D. Fourth – claim FINANCES for the harvest!  To give is to send.  Pray for more ‘senders’!


Read the following Scriptures:
I Timothy 2:1, 2

Psalm 209:29

Psalm 5:10

Proverbs 28:2

Isaiah 52:15

I Kings 5:3, 4

II Chronicles 33:12, 13

Daniel 2:19-22

II Chronicles 7:14

Matthew 9:38

Colossians 4:2, 3

II Thessalonians 3:1

Romans 10:14, 15

Isaiah 2:4b[image: ]

[image: ]

A Time of Reflection:

Take time to praise the Lord for what He is doing – in you and all round His world.  This is your time to really listen to His response to your fervent prayers.
(Disconnect your ‘other voices’; listen to your LORD for He has a word for you.)
As you reflect on your time with Jesus and listen to what He would have you know, what words, impressions, Scripture, vision did He impart to you?  Consider all eight stations; did the Lord impress some little thing or a big awakening of importance?  Were any words of knowledge, or deep feelings, not matter how large or small, given to you?  If yes, ask if HE would want you to share these.
FINALLY, ONE LAST THING…
“Go ye therefore…”:  Oswald Chambers says, ‘Go simply means live.  Acts 1:8 is the description of how to go.’  ‘But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me…to the ends of the earth.’
May you go now in the power from on high, praising our great God!

Read the following Scriptures:
I Chronicles 16:8-10, 25, 36
Ephesians 3:20, 21[image: ]





(Compiled under our Lord’s guidance by Joan Johnson, Faith Community Fellowship, Mt. Vernon, WA.  Ideas for the text were gleaned from several sources:  Charles Stanley Intouch Ministries; “My Utmost For His Highest,: Oswald Chambers; Change the World Prayer Ministries; “How to Pray for Lost Loved Ones,” Dutch Sheets; and God’s Word) – Adapted and reformatted by the Staff at COTL.
image6.jpeg
@%] L0/ m/




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg
TR




image11.jpeg




image12.jpeg
Coy, County & State




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg
VS, & Choty




image15.jpeg




image16.jpeg
it G@OAMAW




image17.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
i




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg
Clrre @ ot




image5.jpeg
ms 51:10

cin e cletears, 0 God,





